Psychodynamic factors contributing to esthetic dental failures.
Traditionally, dentistry has focused on biomedical and mechanotechnical approaches to patients' dental health care. Objective and quantifiable measurements, such as tooth form, occlusal function, color, and biological compatibility, are conventional indicators of success or failure. However, unlike most facets of dental practice, the attainment of an enhanced facial and dental appearance is influenced and measured by more abstract, psychological factors such as perception, ideal body image, self-image, and personal motivation. These complex concepts are affected by emotional and personality factors that develop during the life cycle. This article will explore a psychodynamic perspective of patients who are dissatisfied with the esthetics of their dental treatment, although the result may be functionally and esthetically acceptable.